
"There is no Frigate 
like a Book To take us 
Lands away" – Emily 
Dickinson

“Books are the plane, and 
the train, and the road. They 
are the destination, and the 
journey. They are hom

e.” —
Anna Quindlen

“That's the thing about books. 
They let you travel without 
moving your feet...”
― Jhumpa Lahiri

“I do believe something very magical can happen 

when you read a good book.” ―J.K. Rowling
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INCOMING 
9th GRADE

“To learn to read is to light a fire; 
every syllable that is spelled out is a 

spark.” – Victor Hugo



Dear Freshmen,

Congratulations on your acceptance to the Yeshivah of Flatbush! We look
forward to working with you in September. While we wish our incoming
freshmen a wonderful summer, we also want you to use your vacation time
productively. Therefore, over the summer, ALL freshmen are required to
read through part five (“The Whistler”) of The Book Thief by Markus Zusak.
You will need your copy of The Book Thief for the first few weeks of school.
In addition, you must read ONE of the books from the options on the
following page. Choose well; make a decision based on the synopsis of the
work and not on the cover or length. Often, shorter works contain more
complex ideas, while longer works have more exciting and engaging plots.
During your first week of school your English teacher will be giving you an
in-class writing assignment on your reading -so be prepared by following
the instructions in this packet!

Please remember that you need not like or agree with everything you read.
Sometimes a book that provokes dissent is as stimulating as a book that
echoes our own thoughts. Our hope is that your summer reading will
engage your minds, stimulate thought, and help you to clarify and become
more comfortable with your unique perspectives on life.

Best wishes for a healthy and productive summer.

Sincerely,

Ms. Mayer

Ms. Pahuskin

Ms. Sutton

Ms. Setton



You are required to write a minimum of 3 notes for each part. (You might find yourself 
writing many more, and that’s great!) 

On each post-it note, write a question. Then attempt to answer it and bring evidence 
to support your answer. Here are some things you might look out for:
•Curiosities: things you find puzzling, intriguing, or ambiguous. 

• Ask yourself: why does this stand out to me? What might the author be 
trying to highlight or hint?

•Repetitions: repeated images, words, phrases, and so on.
• Ask yourself: why is the author repeating this? Can he/she be hinting about 

something that will happen later or trying to develop a theme?
•Literary Devices: I want you to focus on characterization.

• Ask yourself: how is this character described? How does what he/she 
thinks, says, and does help shape your opinion of him/her? Why does the 
character think, talk, or act the way he/she does? How does it reflect their 
upbringing, present situation, or unique personality? 

• Focus on the main characters and how they change over the course of the 
story: Liesel, of course, but also Death, Rudy, Rosa, Papa, Max, and even the 
mayor’s wife. 

Ex: Is Death the antagonist of the story? Death is usually seen as a scary concept, but 
Zusak paints him as something that is sensitive and caring. Death writes, “...at some 
point in time, I will be standing over you, as genially as possible. Your soul will be in 
my arms. A color will be perched on my shoulder. I will carry you gently away” (4). The 
words genially and gently makes it seem like Death does his job with a great deal of 
respect and, perhaps, a little bit of regret. 

You will be using your post-in notes and book to participate in group discussions of 
the novel. You will also need your notes for a writing assignment towards the end of 
the unit. 

Close Reading Instructions: 
The Book Thief 

As you read, we want you to jot down 
your thoughts on post it notes (some 

students prefer to read the book 
through and then go back and reread 

it and write notes then--whatever 
works best for you). Stick the relevant 

post it note to the page to which it 
refers. 



PERSERVERANCE

Hotel on the Corner 
of Bitter and Sweet
By: Jamie Ford

Refugee
By: Alan Gratz

Salt to the Sea
By: Ruta Sepetys

CHOOSE ONE: During the first week of school, you will be 

given an in-class writing assignment based on your notes.

Little Women
By: Louis May Alcott



Book Title: 

Author: 

Three Sentence Summary: What 
happened in the story? What are the key 
events?

Setting: When and where does the story 
take place?

Characters: 
•Name the characters. 
•Next to their names, explain their role 
in the story. How do they fit into the 
plot?
•Also write how are they described: 
What do they look like? What are their 
personalities like? Do they change at all 
over the course of the novel? If so, how?

Conflict: What problem/issue affects the 
characters? (There might be more than 
one.) Is the problem internal (a decision 
that the main character has to make) or 
external (a problem between two or 
more characters or between the 
characters and nature or society)? How 
is it solved?

Themes: What messages can we learn 
from the novel? How are they seen in 
the story? 

Quotes: Share 5 quotes from the book 
that you think are important. 

Name:

Summer Reading: Notes Sheet 



The only important thing in a 
book is the meaning that it has 
for you.
–W. Somerset Maugham


